nymphs. Although the fungus did not affect the rate of nymph production, the 28 reproductive period of aphids significantly decreased with increasing the spore dosage.
Introduction

38
The green peach aphid, Myzus persicae Sulzer (Hemiptera: Aphidiae), is one of the 39 most important and common aphid species of greenhouse and field crops worldwide diluted 100-fold and 10000-fold to produce the medium and low dosage, respectively.
126
The viability and density of spores for each dosage was determined using the procedure 127 described by Poprawski & Jones (2000) . 1ml of either the high, medium or low dosages 
139
For each treatment, 1 ml of spraying suspension was applied once on each leaf 140 containing aphids, using a 750 ml trigger water sprayer (Ampulla, Hyde, UK). The leaf, to ensure that the fungal application covered the whole leaf and all aphids. experiment. If the number of nymphs was less than 50 per plant, the adults were kept on 151 the leaves for another day until they produced 50 nymphs. were also counted when they reached adult stage and started reproducing.
246
To determine the effect of fungal infection on the number of nymphs produced 
Effect of L. muscarium infection on aphid populations
261
This experiment was carried out to assess the effect of L. muscarium infection on aphid 262 population development. The method described in section 2.7 was used to obtain a was calculated using the formula population growth rate = (Nt -N0) / (t -t0), where Nt is 277 the number at time t, N0 is the initial number, and t0 is the initial time (Pianka, 2011).
278
The experiment was repeated once on a different date. 
Statistical analysis
280
Statistical analyses were conducted using GenStat (version 16; VSN International,
281
Hemel Hempstead, UK). Normality of data distribution was estimated using a Shapiro-
282
Wilk test (W-test). The data were transformed using arcsine square-root when it was 283 necessary to meet the assumption of normality. dosages were also effective but required longer to achieve a high level of aphid with the highest mortality occurring at the high dosage (880 viable spore/mm 2 ) . Aphid 347 mortality was much lower in control treatments and ranged from 3 to 7.2%. There was no significant effect of treatment on the rate of nymph production when L. Figure 7B ). L. muscarium will be exposed to in actual crop conditions.
418
Varying relative humidity between 55-90% had no significant effect on the high relative humidity (80-90%) was required to achieve 100% mortality of whitefly.
435
The differences between the findings of these previous studies and the experiments 436 detailed here may be due to differences in the bioassay procedures, target insect pests 437 and/ or whether conidia or blastospores were used as the inoculum.
438
Results of this study showed that first instar nymphs of M. persicae were 
